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CUBA 

PARS? XII: POPULATION 

I. General 

The population of Cuba, numbering 5,870,854 as of t-t&y 1953 (see 
Table l), is of heterogeneous composition and is distributed unevenly 
throughout the Island. From early Spanish colonial days to the pres- 
ent, the growth of population in Cuba has, to a large extent, paral- 
leled the development of the sugar industry} and the racial composi- 
tion reflects the successive waves of laborers — Negro slaves, 

Chinese contract laborers, and, more recently, immigrants from other 
islands of the Antilles — brought to Cuba by the white population 
to work in the caneflelds and sugar mills. - 

The 1953 census enumeration, Censos de Foblacion, Viviendas y 
Electoral: Informe General , is the most recent detailed statistical 
source available on the population of Cuba and was the principal 
source used in preparing this report. Although the data are old and 
changes in absolute numbers obviously have occurred since 1953, the 
relative population structure probably has not changed significantly 
in terms of distribution, racial composition, employment, and literacy. 
II . Distribution 

A relatively high, population density prevails in regions of 
plains and hills and a corresponding low density in mountainous re- 
gions and areas of coastal swamps. The actual density ranges from 
187.2 persons per square kilometer { 4-84 persons per square mile) in 
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jja> Habana Province to 23.5 person# per square kilometer (6l persons 
per square mile) in Camaguey Province. Well over 50 percent of the 
total population resides in Oriente and la Habana Provinces (31 per- 
cent and 26 percent, respectively), and 21 percent la concentrated 
within the Havana metropolitan area.* (See Map 1.) 

Even though the Cuban economy Is primarily agricultural, 57 per- 
cent of the population resides in urban zones and only ^3 percent In 
rural areas. These figures, however, are somewhat misleading because 
an urban zone, for purposes of the 1953 census enumeration, was de- 
fined as "a population center of 150 inhabitants or more which has 
electrical, medical, legal, and recreational services, or which is 
located in close proximity to and Is functionally related to another 
population center having these services." Thus many of the so-called 
urban zones are little more than workers’ settlements situated in 
rural areas where agriculturally-oriented activities (such as the 
operation of sugar mill s and the intensive cultivation of tobacco) 
require an above-average concentration of workers. The rural popu- 
lation as designated In the census enumeration consists main ly of 
families residing in isolated dwellings on fincaa (farms) rather than 
in settlements. 

Considering the urban population as a whole, 35 percent lives 

in cities of 100,000 or more inhabitants; 23 percent in cities of 

*~“~The Havana"metropolitan area includes the urban zones of La 
Habana, Marlanao, Guansbacoa, Santiago de las Vegas, Regia, Bauta, 
and Santa Marfa del Rosario munlclpios . 

*■* 2 k * 

S-.E-C-R-E-T 

Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500020002-1 



Grafico 9.— DISTRIBUCION GEOGRAFICA DE LA POBLACION TOTAL DE CUBA: 195 3 


XXX 


INTRODUCCION 




Approved For Release 2000/08/25 : CIA-RDP79-01009A002500020002-1 

25,000 to 100,000 inhabitants; 20 percent In cities of 5,000 to 

25.000 inhabitants; and 22 percent in urban communities of less than 

5.000 inhab itants. Clusters of urban centers are in evidence par- 
ticularly along the route of the Central Highway and in proximity to 
the cities of la Habana, Santiago de Cuba, and Santa Clara. (See ’ 
Table 2 for a listing by province of urban centers with 1,000 or 
more inhab itants and Map 2 for the geographic distribution of urban 
centers by relative size. 

III. Racial Composition 

Racially the population of Cuba consists of whites, negroes, mem®* 
her a of the yellow race, and mestizos. The white population in Cuba 
is pre dominant ly of Spanish descent, and the yellow population is al- 
most entirely of Chinese descent. As defined for purposes of the 
1953 census enumeration the term mestizo is applied to persons of 
mixed race — whether white-Negro, white-yellow, or Negro-yellow. 

Tha to tal number of persons enumerated as of a white-yellow or Negro- 
yellow racial mixture was statistically insignificant as compared 
with the large number of white-Negro mestizos. 

Persons of white skin constitute nearly 7^ percent of the total 
population are about evenly divided between urban and. rural 
dwellers. Mestizos and Negroes together comprise 26 percent of the 
total population (l4 percent and 12 percent, respectively), and 
persons of yellow skin constitute approximately 0.3 percent of the 
population. Somewhat more than half the mestizos and Negroes reside 

- 3 - 
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T*M3 2—NUCLEOS URJBANOS DE 1,000 HABITANTES 1 MAS, FOR PROVINC1AS: 1953' 
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Table 3 

i 

Racial CoBQpoBltioa by Provinces 


Race 

Plmr del 
Rio 

La Habana 

Matanzas 

las villas 

Camaguey 

Oriente 

White 

Negro 

Yellow 

Mestizo 

357,252 

63,463 

368 

27,339 

1,184,493 

176,601 

9,005 

168,704 

307,230 

47,622 

1,216 

39,712 

849,242 

94,628 

1,657 

84,635 

483,405 

81,554 

1,835 

51,462 

1,062,334 

261,443 

2,576 

471,253 

Total 

448,422 

i^alJsa 

22SJ§° 

1 . 030,162 

618,256 

3-797,606 


Table 4 

Urban and Rural Population by Race in Percentages 


Pinar del 

Rfo L& Kab an& _ ^ Bfetanz as Las Villas 


Race Urban Rural 

Urban Rural 

Urban Rural 

Urban Rural 

Urban Rural 

Urban Rural 

White 32 68 
Negro 4l 59 
Yellow 70 30 
Mestizo 4-5 55 

90 10 

97 3 

96 4 

98 2 

53 4-7 

77 23 

83 17 

8 l 19 

45 55 

72 28 

92 8 

69 31 

50 50 

42 58 

83 17 

56 44 

38 62 

48 52 

76 24 

39 61 


Although widely distributed throu^bout Cuba, the proportion of 
people defined as colored (Negroes, mestizos, and Chinese) to whites 
varies considerably by province and guniciplo . (See Maps 3, 4, 5, 6 , 
f s and 8 . ) Approximately 66 percent of the colored population is 
concentrated in the provinces of Oriente and La Habana. 

- 4 - 
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Of the pure Negro population, 36 percent reside in Oriente 
Province and 24 percent in La Hah am Province* Within Oriente Prov- 
ince the heaviest concentration of Negroes (55 percent) occurs in 
six munlcipios in the Santiago de Cuba- • Guantanamo region, and in 
la Habana Province more than 60 percent is concentrated in the Havana 
metropolitan area alone. 

Of the mestizo population, slightly more than 50 percent lives 
in Oriente Province and another 20 percent in La Habana Province* 

In Oriente Province the mestizo population is dispersed fairly 
widely throughout the agricultural areas, whereas in La Habana Prov- 
ince more than 66 percent is concentrated in the Havana metropolitan 
area. 

The Chinese reside in the larger urban areas of the country, where 
they operate small businesses such as groceries, restaurants, laun- 
dries, and truck farms. Fifty-six percent of the total Chinese popu- 
lation is concentrated in La Habana Province and 15 percent in 
Oriente Province. The Chinese constitute more than 1 percent of 
the local population only in the municiplos of La Habana, Isla de 
Pinos,* said Hueva Raz la La Habana Province and of Alto Bongo and 
Guantanamo in Oriente Province.. A significant aspect of the Chinese 
minority is the disproportionate sex ratio, with §0 percent of the 
Chinese population being male. The Chinese community includes a 
large number of Cuban wives — both legal and common-lav. Presum- 
ably the children of these unions are reported as mestizos in the 
census enumeration. 

- 5 ~ 
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The native Indian population of Cuba was almost wiped out by tha 
early Spanish conquerors, but small numbers of aestlsot with narked 
Indian physical characteristics are encountered in the rugged noun- 
tain regions of Qrlente Province. Presumably aa»H numbers of I n di an s 
srarvived la these remote areas and intermarried with local white and 
Hegro settlers. 

IV. Religion 

Statistical data are not available on religious affiliation, but 
the Roman Catholic religion is predominant . 

V. Occupational Structure 

The total labor force as of May 1953 was comprised of 2.1 mil- 
lion persons, or 5^ percent of the population aged 14 years or more. 
The active labor force numbered about 2 million persons who were em- 
ployed In some occupation during the year prior to the census enumera- 
tion. Many of these people bad only seasonal employment, however, 
and were either unemployed or underemployed during the off season. 
Approximately 83 percent of the labor force was of the male sex, and 
only 17 percent was female. 

More than 60 percent of the labor force resides in urban zones. 
This situation is explained in part by the seasonal migration of 
workers from urban zones to the sugar centrals during the grinding 
season and back to the cities during the off season and in part by 
the official classification of bateyes (residential areas associated 
with the sugar mills) as urban zones. 

6 ** 
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Slightly more than 4l percent of the active labor force was em- 
ployed in agricultural work as of 1953* Although the agricultural 
population am a distributed widely throughout the country, the lar- 
ge si; concentrations of workers were in the two provinces of Oriente 
and las Villas, which accounted for 37 percent and 22 percent of this 
occupational group, respectively. 

Persons employed in service activities comprised the next lar- 
gest occupational group (20 percent of the active labor force), and 
more than 50 percent of them were concentrated in La Habana Province. 

The manufacturing Industry employed 17 percent of the active 
labor force in 1953. la Habana Province accounted for 38 percent of 
this occupational group, and most of the remainder was located in 
cities of 25,000 or more Inhabitants in various parts of the country. 

About 12 percent of the active labor force was engaged in com- 
merce, and, as in the manufacturing Industry, about 40 percent of 
this occupational group was concentrated in la Habana Province, with 
most of the remainder in various cities of 25,000 or more inhabitants . 

Utilities, transportation and communications, and the construc- 
tion industry together employed another 9 percent of the active labor 
force. In each of these enterprises approximately 50 percent of the 
workers were concentrated in La Habana Province. 

Of the remaining 1 percent of the active labor force, mining ac- 
counted for 0.5 percent. The other 0,5 percent was employed in un- 
specified occupations , Slightly more than half the miners were em- 
ployed in Oriente Province, with the largest concentrations in the 
Mtayaxi and Jiguanf mining areas, 
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Percentage figures for the distribution of population by occupation 
are given for each of the six provinces of Cuba in Table 5* 


Table 5 

Employment of Active Labor Force by Province 

Percent 


Type of 
Employment 

Finer del 

Bio 

La Bahama 

M&tanzas 

Las Villas 

Camaguey 

Qyi^Kt© 

Agriculture 

62 

10 

46 

52 

54 

57 

Manufacturing 

12 

21 

18 

17 

15 

13 

Construction 

2 

6 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Commerce 

8 

16 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Transporta- 
tion, com- 
munications 

3 

8 

5 

4 

5 

4 

Services 

11 

36 

l6 

Ik 

13 

12 

Other 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 


Wages in Cuba are generally high compared with those of other 
* countries la similar economic cireisnstasces. Wages paid in the lar- 
ger enterprises generally run well above the legal monthly m in i mum 
of 60 pesos ($60.00). Bay rates, however, vary considerably between 
companies within a given Industry and between general categories of 
industry. Wages paid in the sugar industry represent a fixed percentage 
of the Government’s estimate of the average price of sugar for the com- 
ing year. In the event that the average price exceeds the estimate, 
wages are then adjusted retroactively to conform with the higher 
average price. 

Data on prevailing wages or earnings are not published by the 
nnhnn rvwernisent . Table 6 gives some indication of comparative wage 
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Table 6. Selected Pay Rates in Havana in 1955 

(Excerpted frost Foreign labor Informations Labor in Cub& » 

U.S. Department of Labor, May 1957/ 


Employer and occupation 

10 leading companies 1 / 

Messengers and office boys . . . . 
Simple office work, such as mimao- 

graphing 

Stenographers, chiefly Spanish 

language 

Secretaries, bilingual . 

Accountants 

Unskilled laborers 

Mechanics, third class 

Mechanics, first class .«•«*• 
Construction Industry 

Bricklayers, concrete-form car- 
penters, and rodmen ...»•» 
Helpers and laborers ....... 

Cuban Electric Power Co- 

Welders ••••<*•««••*•* 

Ironvorkers 

Reinforced steel workers ..... 
Helpers of skilled workers .... 
Laborers »»»•»»«*»•»*• 

United Fruit Co. 4/ 

Stevedores and winchiaen ..... 

Tally clerks, longshoremen, 

tractor operators ....... 

Foremen, general • • 


Wages or Salaries 

(in pesos car dollars) 

Lowest Highest 

Average 

Monthly rates 

$ 90.00 

# 227.00 

#116.00 

110.00 

227.00 

151.00 

120 . 0*0 

330.00 

I 87 .OO 

200.00 

385 .OO 

296 .OO 

187.00 

497*00 

308.00 

Hourly rates 

2 / 

.71 

1.07 

.92 

•99 

1.46 

1.20 

1.25 

1.83 

1.45 



i/ *75 

- 

- 

3 / **7 

c* 

M* 

1.09 


- 

.90 


- 

.75 

«w 


.60 

„ 

- 

.47 


Daily rates 

2 / - 

- 

- 

9.56 


mm 

8.60 


— 

l4.ll 


1 / Companies engaged in B®nufacturing, utilities, petroleum, and banking, 
principally in Havana. Only 9 companies reported on manual workers. Data 
exclude Christmas bonuses and sick-leave allowances. 

2/ Including the 9-09 percent allowance for 48 hours' pay for 44 hours' 
work, but not including vacation pay. 

Minimum wage rates established in 1949 and still accepted as the current 
going rate by unions in the industry in 1955 * 

4/ November 1954 rates. Overtime rates are double those listed. Sources 
Foreign Service Report Ho. 229, Havana, September 20, 1955- 
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rates paid in 1955 by 10 leading companies in I a Habana for a variety 
of jobs. In February 1958, it was reported that several of the pay 
rates listed had been increased 7 to 10 percent above the 1955 level. 

The regular workday is 8 hours and the workweek is Ml- hours, but 
a workweek of 56 hours is authorized in the sugar industry during the 
harvest season. Industries, offices, and commercial establishments 
generally are closed on Sundays. During June, July, and August, shops 
that are normally open on Saturday must give employees 1 free day each 
week in addition to Sunday » Banks have had a 5— day workweek since 19^8, 
and many offices, particularly in larger establishments, have followed 
their example. Government offices are usually open from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. and 5 days per week. 

VI. Literacy 

Literacy is relatively high in Cuba. Of the total population aged 
10 years or more, 16 percent was reported as literate: in the 1953 census 
enumeration. Some disparity was shown between the urban and rural 
population, however, with 88 percent of the urban population reported 
as literate as opposed to only 58 percent of the rural population 
(see Table 7). 

Table 7 

Percentage of Literacy by Province 


Pinar del 



Rio 

La Habana 

Matanaas 

las Villas 

Camagiiey 

Total population 
(aged 10 years 
or more) 

Urban population 
Rural population 

69-2 

82.3 

61.8 

90.8 

92.5 

71A 

80.8 

88.5 

69.1 

. 75°2 

85A 

6^.3 

72.7 

86.2 

58.5 
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A further percentage breakdown of literacy by muaiciplo is provided 
in the 1933 Census, but the munictpio figures do not differ signifi- 
cantly from the province figures in most cases. 

Literacy data by racial group were not included in the 1953 Census. 
Fragmentary information on the Chinese community, however, is avail- 
able from another source, dated December 1950. Most of the Chinese 
are literate in their own language. Cantonese is the dialect spoken 
almost exclusively by the Chinese colony in Cuba. Nearly all of the 
Chinese speak seme pidgin Spanish. The degree of proficiency in 
Spanish varies from very poor to very good, but generally only those 
who learn it when they are young become fluent. Most of the Chinese 
colony can read Spanish, but cannot write it, and a few can read 
some English. 
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The three percentage figures indicated for each guaiclpio are listed in the following order? 
white, negro , laestizo* E.g», the isunicipio of Alaera 2 .es (2) is 77 $ white, 12$ Negro, andli# mestizo. 
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